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The Reacue of Broadway.

We cannot. refrain from a little self-
felicitation at the prompt and generous
recognition vouchsafed to our course in
regard to the proposed Broadway tunnel.
This on the part not only of the whole
mercantile public, but also of the press
of the city, with perhaps a single conspic-
uous and significant exception.

It is not too much to say that in one
brief week the well-ostablished and
thoroughly organized plans of the rapid
transit people have been completely up=-
set by THE Sux and may now be re-
garded as abandoned.

The shallow tunnel will not be dug.
The deep tunnels will be pierced. [t
may be they will not be pierced by the
Interborough corporation now dominant
in all transit save that of the surface
roads, but two or more rapid transit roads
will be constructed throughout the length
of Manhattan Island, and that in the near
future. And they will be real tunnels,
disturbing no property interests, incur-
ring no interminable damage suits, inter-
fering at no point with the existing traftic,
and 8o constructed as to be of a maxi»
mum efficiency and comfort.

We congratulate the merchants on their
escape from an assessment of from ten
to twenty millions levied by the high and
inevasible hand of the new law of emi-
nent domain which is implied in a mu-
nicipal charter to tear up the public high-
ways.

The Prospects of Mr. (‘hamberlain's
I’lan.

It is evident that the leaders of the

Unionist coalition have agreed for the

present to disagree concerning Mr.
('HAMBERLAIN'S plan of preferential
trade. A dissolution of Parliament will

therefore not take place before next
autumn, and may perhaps be deferred
until the ensuing spring.

Meanwhile, Mr. C"HAMBERLAIN is push-
ing his campaign against the Free Trad-
ers with characteristic energy. He no
longer confines himselt to the promise of
applying to old age pensions the funds
secured by duties on food products im-
ported from foreign countries,
that workingmen are not consoled for
the probable necessity of paying an
extra cent or two cents for
bread by the assurance that they will
get five shillings a week if they live to be
85 vears old. He has, accordingly, put
forward other inducements. He now
tells the workingmen that wages will be
sure to rise with prices, and that, conse-
quently, the additional cost of bread will
not be felt. Workingmen, however, are
quite too shrewd not to see that if wages
are increased, the cost of manufactured
articles will be correspondingly aug-
mented, and that to this extent Great
Britain will be disabled for competing
with her rivals.

So far as the employers of labor are
concerned, Mr. (HAMBERLAIN may se-
duce a few of them to subscribe for cam-
paign expenses by promising that they
shall be specially protected under the
new tariff. But protected where? Ob-
viously, in the United Kingdom only.
What British manufacturers want is a
fair field in foreign markets, and this
Mr, CAMBERLAIN will deprive them of,
if they are compelled to raise wages to
meet an increased cost of food, for they
will then be forced to exact higher prices
of their foreign cusiomers,
argument put forward by some of Mr,
CHAMBERLAIN'S supporters s that only
for a brief period will the British prole-
tariat have to pay an additional cent or
two for a loal of bread, because, at no
distant, day, colonial breadstuffs  will
suffice to meet the wants of the United
Kingdom, and, as they will pay no duty,
the cost of bread will then return to its
presentlevel, But, in the meantime, what
is to become of the millions of toilers
who are alrcady on the verge of star-
vation ? They may not live to reach the
Promised Land.

On the other band, it is perfectly true
that unless England shall give a prefer-
ence to colonial products, and
thereby bind the Colonies to her with

" the ties of material interests, no further
consolidation of the British Fmpire is
attainable.  Mr. CRAMBERLAIN secms to
think that this argument is unanswer-
able and conclusive. Suppose, however,
that his opponents should take the bull
by the horns, and reply that, sooner than
starve the toiling millions of Great Brit-
ain, they are ready to let the Empire go.
It the choice lies between a Zollversin
and the dismemberment of the British
Empire, let the Empire be dismembered.
That is practically the answer made by
Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR, a Conservative
Member of Parliament for a Liverpool
constituency

Mr. TAYLOR has declared under his
rignature that “the one thing to which I
will not willingly be n party is the placing
of the food of our densely crowded popu-
lation in one scale and the Lmpire in the
aother.” If he isdriven to choose hetwean

taxing the loaf of bread and allowing the
Colonies to set up for themselves, he is
willing to be ealled a “Little Englunder.”
Some of the wisest of British stutesmen
and economists have been Little Eng-
landers. Lord BEACONSFIELD saw that
in the nature of things Great Britain's
colonial empire could not be held te-
&ether forever, “These wretched Wolo-
nies,” he wrote in 1852, “will be inde-
pendent in a few years, and are a mill-
stone round our necks.” James MILL,
also an anti-imperialist, and Sir Gror.Ge
CORNEWALL LEWIS, in his treatise on

food

|

“Government of Dependencies,”

He finds |

a loaf of |

Another |

ridi-
ouled the idea of there being any glory
derived from an extensive colonial em-
pfire. Did the ' dismemberment of the
British Empire in 1783 redound to the
detrimenc or to the benefit of the Anglo-
Saxon race? Is there not good reason
to believe that British manufacturers
have sold far more to the independent
United States than they would have ever
sold to the American Colonies had these
remained dependent?  What harm would
it do the United Kingdom if the Dominion
of Canada and the Austrahan Common-
wealth should become politically inde-
pendent in name, as they already are in
fact? 1t we may judge from our own

- ¢ experience, both of those great depend-

encies would thrive as separate political
entities.

Moreover, it is too late for the creation
of a genuine Zollverdin between the
mother country and her Colonies. A
genuine Zollverein would be one whicl,
on the one hand, should admit the food
products and raw materials of the (‘olo-
nies to the mother country duty free,
and which, on the other hand, should
admit British manufactures free of duty
to the Colonies. Then, if the Colonies
conld forthwith supply all of the bread-
stuffs needed by Great Britain, and if,
moreover, they were able to take the
whole of the surplus of British manu-
factures now exported to foreign coun~
tries, Mr. CHAMBERLAIN'S plan would be
practicable. None of these conditions
at present exists or is within eyeshot.
Both (anada and Australia have manu-
factures of their own, and they will not.
permit these to be destroyed by British
competition.

Cumming and Caveat Emptor.

The Hon. ALBERT B. CUMMINS, Gov-
ernor of Towa and head of the Iowa ldeal
school, views overcapitalization with
alarm. [n a speech made at Davenport
to the bankers’ associations of Iowa
and Illinois he proposed that the Govern-
ment protect the buyer of stocks:

“The Government should protect soclety Inthe
things in which It cannot protact itself. We havea
right to demand that it protect us In the matter of
wrongly Inflated stock values. I do not mean thas
the Government should see that the stock values
of these overcapitallzed companles remaln steady,
but I do think that the Government should see to 1t
that tuese stocks are founded upon values reason-
ably fair and enduring. There 13 no man, no matter
how conservaulve, whose business 1s not affected
by the rise and fall of the existing inflated securl-
tles. In legislating to protect the country {n this
d¢lrection there might be some conflict between
the powers exerolsed by the national and the State
governments, but this diMculty could be over-
come. The easlest form of leglslation would be
the restrictton of the Issue of stock certificates
to the values represented by them. They should
et least have a value that would endure through
competition.” '

Evidently Mr. CUMMINS believes that
the Federal Government can be endued
with gome sort of magical wisdom to
appraise values and magical power to
make them enduring. Take the manu-
facture of bicycles. A bicycle trust was
formed. The prospects were gorgeous,
but the demand for bicyeles decreased.
How would the Government have pro-
tected the stockholders? How can the
(rovernment give any shares “ a value
that will endure through competition,”
unless it guarantees them itself? Man-
ufacturers and business men in general
ought to write Governor CUMMINS,
What is the secret of giving tostocks, or
to the properties against which they
aro issued, a value that will endure
through competition? As to “ wrongly
inflated stock values,” has it ever oc-
curred to Mr. CUMMINS that prosperity
is the great inflater? A Government
that could prevent prosperity, a Populist
Government, let us say, might really
“ protect us in the matter of wrongly in-
flated stock values.”

But why are stock values to be searched
and guaranteed to be enduring by the
tovernment any more than live stock
values, for instance? Why ought the
people who buy stocks to be the wards of
the Government while the much greater
number of people whose stock pur-
chases are horses or hogs or guinea hens
are not protected” If a man's judg-
ment 15 bad in buying real estate, and
the boom leaves him high and dry,
he must suffer; but the Government
must Lelp him in his judgment of stocks,
Why are stocks to be so favored? Be-
cause they are easier to gamble in?
“ Listed by the Government " would be a
useful advertisement, no doubt.

[t i8 too early for Governor CUMMINS
to worry over a little thing like * gome
conflict between the powers exercised by
the national and State governments.”
If the Government is to protect buyers of
stocks, it wili have to protect buyers of
anything and everything else. Between
State governments and enduring values,
State governments would have to go,
This grand secret of finding and fix-
ing enduring valie is a business prop-
osition. If Mr CrMMINg has a means
of finding and fixing values that will
endure through competition, perma-
nent, quintessential values, values of
values, 80 to spe-k, Mr. CCMMINSG owes
it to an eager public and his own repu-
tation a8 an economigt to publish the
recipe.

A Question Which Interests Milllons
in New York.,

It must have been observed that wien-
ever any question relating to the public
schools i raised in our colurins there at
once pours in on us a flood of correspon-
denee on the subject.

This is easily explainable. Under the
Municipal Government there are no in-
stitutions which appeal more directly
and powerfully to the great mass of the
citizens than do the public schools, The
number of pupils of these schools is now
halt a million. That is, they are about
asmany as are the voters at an important
election,

The question concerning these schools
now raised is as to the effect of their pure-
ly secular training on the moral character
of their pupils. It is contended, on the one
side, that the secular education to which
they are confined leaves the moral devel-
opment of their pupils wofully incom-
plate; in other words, that education
without religion is a snare and a delusion,
But how, asks the other side, are vou to
give religious instruction under the au-
thority of the State to a body of children
of parents of many different religious

beliefs? One of our correspondents pro-
poses a compromise: He would teach
the Ten Commandments as moral laws
which are of universal acceptance by all
religions; but that would not satisiy
those who are demanding religious in-
struction, for, at the bottom, what they
demand is instruction in a particular re-
ligion. They want more than morals;
they want religion. How is it possible
to satisfy them without stirring up con-
troversy and rebellion, division and re-
crimination, which would lead inevitably
to the break-up of the whole school
system?

It is contended that because of the ab-
sence of religious teaching in the schools
the children from them are retrograding
morally. Where is the evidence that such
is the case? Side by side with the secular
publie schools, with half a million pupils,
are the Catholic parochial schools, of
whose instruction religion is the founda-
tion. Which produce the better results in
character? If the superiority of the re-
ligious education is as great as some of
our correspondents represent, the fact
must have been demonstrated practically
in the public experience, That is, if boys
and girls whose training has been relig-
ious turn out so much better than those
from the public schools, there must
be a flood of precise evidence to prove it.
The specific criticisms of the public
gehools which we receive from parents
and others relate to the character of
the secular instruction given and do not
complain of the absence of religious
teaching.

The vast majority of the children of
New Yorkare taught in the public schools,
and they have been taught there for a
generation past under substantially the
same conditions as now. Is any morul
decline observable among them? It may
be that many of those whose religious
training outside of the schools is neglected
by their parents are less faithful intheir
Church allegiance than children in the dis-
tinctively religious schools are taught to
be; but practically is their moral tone
lower? Are they not showing a tendency
which is observable even among the re-
ligiously trained?

Until these questions are answered with
convincing facts it seems to us there will
be no susbtantial basis for any profitable
discussion of the question in which our
correspondents are taking so much inter-
est. Moreover, religious instruction of
the kind wanted by the advocates of it is
prohibited by the Constitution of the
State and can only be made possible by
the amendment of that fundamental law,
The census of church attendance taken
last autumn seems to indicate that no
agitation for such an amendment would
have any hope of a successful result.
How about the million Jews who will
soon be settled in New York? How
about the great majority of the popula-
tion whose failure to attend religious
worship seems to suggest religious in-
difference?

How a Case was Tried in an English
Court.

For the information of people who
imagine that an English court of justice
is distinguished by dignity and decorum
to a far higher degree than our Ameri-
can courts we will give an account of a
proceeding in the Court of the King's
Bench, at London, on July 15,

The case tried, moreover, had a curi-
ous interest in itself, It was an action
by a player of the stage name of ALFRED
KENDRICK to recover damages for an
alleged breach of contract by Forprs

RoBERTSON, the distinguished actor-
manager. In 1801 Mr. ROBERTSON en-

gaged KENDRICK for “a leading juvenile
part” in the now well-known play of
“Mice and Men,” and agreed to pay him
£12 a week for two or three weeks in a
trial of the play at Manchester. “Should
the piece be a success and produced in
London," wrote Mr. ROBERTSON, *“I
should want you with us.” It proved
succeasiul, but when it was carried to
London, a few months liter, another
player was engaged for the part Mr,
KENDRICK had played, and Mr. RopeRT-
50N explained the substitution by say-
ing: “It is more a question of person-
ality than anything else." Evidently,
he was dissatisfied with Mr. KENDRICK;
or, as he put it, the part did not suit him,
and to soften the criticism he added:
“We all of us play parts at times that do
not suit us, more's the pity.”

Mr. KENDRICK, on the theory that the
letters of Mr. ROBERTSON constituted a
contract to play in the piece during its
run of forty-five weeks, sued for dam-
ages to the amount of his loss of the
salary stipulated upon, less the sum he
had actually earned during the time.

In behalf of Mr. ROBERTSON it was
contended that the engagement of M.
KENDRICR was subject to a custom in the
theatrical profession that an actor en-
gaged for the run of a piece could be dis-
missed with a fortnight's notice, as was
done in this case. But several actors
testified that there is no such custom in
London.

Now let us make some extracts from
the London 7'elegraph’s report of these
proceedings before Justice Sir J, (!, LAw-
rANCEand a special jury, as anillustration
of the possibilities inan important London
court. The plaintiff was under exami-
nation:

" Mr. Justice LAWRANCE-Mr. BOWRR'S case Is If
you are once engaged at a London theatre, you can
never be got rid of.  [Laughter.)

“* Mr. BOWER (counscl for plalnti™ —Not at all.
With great respect, that s a travesty,

* Mr Justice LAWRANCE ~You are not addressing
me: you are addressing the jury: my turn wil come
present!y, [Laughter.] You are led away hy
your own

“ Mr. DOwER--Verbosity 1 do not
mind 1t belng glven a [Laughter.] My
case 1s, wheu an actor is engaged for the run of «
plece, he I3 engaged for the run of the plece, and
his engagement lasts while that plece lasts. If he
rets mto a plece ke * Charley’s Aunt,’ {tis all the
better for the actor.™

Laughter.)
name,

Here is the report, of the examination
of a witness:

“Mr. LIONEL RroNonn gave evidence that he
had been engaged with tho theatreal profession
all his life.

Y My, BOWER- T must not ash yvou how long, hy+
some years® A=Al my life,

*Mr. Justice LAWRANCE- Nearly all yowy
A ~No;all my ltfe Inughter]
meaher

" Witness sald he knew of no custom of a forg-
n'ght'sa notice

“Mr. WALLACE (defepdant’'s counsch Do [ ya-

lifn?
aslong as I ean re

derstand that there Is no way of getting rid of an
actor who 18 engaged to play |n London? A.~If T am
engaged to play In a London production I am en-
gaged for the entire run,

“And you mean you cannotbe gotridof? A.~No
why should 1?7 [Laughter.]

“ It you do not take with the publle, has the un-
tortunate manager no remedy® A.—~He should ind
out whether I am competent to play the part.

“ Mr. Bower I should llke to kKnow how many
vears' experience you have had on the stage? A~
do ot know hy 1 should mention my age: | am
mors than seven. [Laughter.)

Afterward came Mr. SEYMOUR HICKS,
#0 well known on the stage:

“ Mr. Bowenr —Are you an actor—1I hope I am not
putting too severe a straln on your modesty? A,-~Yes.

“ And you have been selected by the parties and
approved by the Judge as the person to lnvestigate
the merits of Sapho!stic Uerature.  [Laughter.|

“ Mr. Justice LAWRANCE--The one from the Court
of Chancery the other day”

“Mr. BowER --He Is the Judge.

“Mr. Justice LAWRANCE~T wish him joy, that's
all.  (Laughter.)

" Mr. BOWER—But, ‘ O, wise young Judge, how
wise more art thou than thy looks! (Laughter.]

“ Mr. SEYMOUR HreES also denled the existence
of the alleged custom.”

Finally came Sir CHARLES WYNDHAM:

“ Are you acqualnted with the usages and cus-
toms In London, on tour and abroad? A.—Yes.

* Assuming that an actor Is engaged for a specific
part In a play for a West-end theatre, I1s there any
custom of the profession whereby he can be dls
missed on a fortnight's notice, or at any tme Ull
the terminationof the run? A~ No, 1 do not think so.

* Sir CHARLES added that he was a friend of both
partles, and only attended on subpana,

“Mr. Justice LAWRANCR--The only way to get
rid of an actor, then, s to shoot him? [Laughter.]
A.--Therels an alternat!ve; you can shoot yourself
for having engaged him. [Renewed laughter.)

" Mr. Justice LAWRANCE- Have you ever tried
that on? [Laughter.]

“ Mr. Bowgr--May 1 suggest another alterna-
tive, that you may pay him; that’s the easy way.

“Mr. Justice LAWRANCE~ That's when Sir CHARLES
feels Inclined to shoot himself. [Laughter.) If 1
had to begin llfe again | should begin as an actor,
for 1 could not be got rid of. [Laughter.]"

The upshot of it all was that the plain-
tiff was non-ruited by Justice LAWRANCE,
on the ground that there was no contract
and therefore no case for the jury. On
this decision we shall not comment, and
we will also leave lawyers and every-
body else to form their own judgment
whether the proceedings as reported
were consistent with judicial dignity and
the proper decorum of a court of law, or
were frivolous to the point of silliness.

The Anatomy of Prophecy.

The up-to-date prophets are not always
accurate, but they are sometimes amus-
ing. They may be divided into two classes,
those who really endeavor to reach far
into the future and those who make a
sure thing of the business by “predict-
ing the past,” or * advancing three steps
backward."”

Among the latter must be classed the
illuminating group that came into prom-
inenoe after the murder of the King and
Queen of Servia. They claimed that
they foretold the whole tragedy. Un-
fortunately, their predictions came to
light after the event. Nobody ever
heard of them before the tragedy at
Belgrade occurred.

The fellows who read the stars have still
to akip the hard words; but they make so
many guesses that some of them, when
couched in cautious language, come out
all right. Here, in brief, is a portion of
what is said to be a certain prophet's
advance history of the twentieth cen-
tury, published in London in 1763:

“ Russla will conquer Finland, the Crimea and the
Scandinavian peninsula, She will be the ally of
France, and the latter country will rem aln under the
rule of the Bourbons. The English Colonies of
North America will In 1920 have a population of
milllons.”

eleven

Of course, such small matters as the
French Revolution, the close of the Colo-
nial era and the birth of the Republic of
the United States were beneath the notice
of a great prophet; but as for the popula-
tion of eleven millions, that is perfectly
correct. We have eleven millions, and
more, too.

Now, isn't it strange that the far-reach-
ing prophet of the eighteenth century
should omit to give us even the slightest
hint in regard to the Cup races of 1903?
Out of the corner of his albatrossian eye
he might easily have taken a peep at the
Sandy Hook lightship and sighted
Reliance and Shamrock III. But per-
haps he thought that there could be noth-
ing new in the races and that it was not
worth while to repeat an old story,

Well, we shall have to console our-

selves with the assertions of the living |

prophets of the day. When the contest
is over there will be plenty of them to
tell ug, “ I told you s0.”

Backbone Durbin,

Governor DURBIN of Indiana has
shown himself by word and deed to be
a courageous official. He is not afraid
of mobs, He is not afraid of hard words
thrown at him by persons whom he of-
fends by any of his official acts.

“ The law,” says Governor DURBIN, in
the Independent, * is as much outraged by
a lvnching based on a heinous erime as
by a lynching without provocation.”

Thig goes to the root of the matter, It
is not, however, what Governor DUnRBiy
has been saying, but what he has been
doing recently that has raised him so
hir’i n the estimation of the American
pe. e of all parties,

It is now the turn of the Hon. ETuan
AvLeENn Hrrencock, Secrotary of the In-
terior, to pick up the glove of Gloversville.

The ¢ltlzen and the Ditoh,

To tHE Epitor oF THE SrN—-Sir: Every
citizen of New York city without regard fo
politienl affilintion or place of residence should
support Tar Svv in its laudable efforts to have
“no more ditehes in Now York '

The conditions which have prevailed for tha
last few yeara are a diggrace to civilization
and a proof of the absence of proper civie
pride

In the appronching municipal campaign
that party which will offer to correct this ever-
lusting digeing up of streets will win a larege
following from the independent voters, and
these voters hold the balance of power. Lot
us hope that no more such unparalleled priv-
ileges will be granted when they involve uni-
varsul inconvenicnce and serious impairment
of property values

et T 51 8 hammer at the City Hall group
until the millsnnium comes, when there will be
“no more ditches in New York."

New Youg, Aug. L.

vy,

The Hanging Gardens,

Nebuchadnezzar was asked why
hanging gavdens of Babylon,

“That was o litte idea of my own,” he explatned,
“If my nelghbor's hens want to get In, they'll have
to walk npstde down, ™

Feeling he had solved mighty
gayly trekked forth with o rake.

he bullt the

problem, he

AROUSED!

From the New York Tribune of Aug. 1.

If mambers of the Rapid Transit Commis-
sfon and underground railroad contractors,
actual ar prospective, have been taking it for
granted that there would be no general ob-
jaction to the digging of fature tunnals by the
sama methods and processes which have
been employed in the work now nearing cotn-
pletion, they have been nndeceived this week.
They will not deny that the opposition is al-
rendy formidable or that, though it has found
rather sudden expression, it is far more likely
to inerease than to diminish.

From the New York Herald of Aug. 1.

It is only recently, with the completion of
the roadway in great part, that the process
of filling in the trench and clearing away
the surface has been undertaken. And yet
Mr. McDonald artlessly tells us that the con-
atruction of the branch on Broadway from
Forty-second sireet to Union Sqguare will be
unobjectionable if it can be built as was the
line further up! It won't do. Warned by
part experience and suffering—and in places
still present-~the people are determined that
the theatre and shopping stretch of the great
thoroughfare shall not be given over to
trenches and muck heaps during the con-
struction of this loop.

From the New York World of Aug. 1.

The protest against a rapid transit ditch in
Broadway has had an immediate effect. We
may take it for granted that the danger of a
snap judgment in that matter, if it ever ex-
isted, is over. Chief Engineer Parsons of the
Rapid Transit Commission says that the con-
tracts for the extension cannot possibly bhe
signed before spring. This will allow time
enough to exert all the preesure the com-
mission may require and also to secure any
needed legislation at Albany.

It i8 clear from the remarks of Mr. Parsons
and Contractor McDonald that if there had
been no popular revolt the ditch scheme
would have slid through Both of these
gentlemen ingist that they can do on Broad-
way what they have failed to do on Fourth
avenue and Forty-second street. It is the
force of Publicity alone that blocks the ex-
periment,

From the Daily Ncws of Aug. 1.

A determined and strenuous flght should
be begun at once to block this Broadway
scheme. Ultimately it will be well to pre-
pare for an appeal to the Legislature to abolish
the Rapid Transit Comimission, to the end
that the control of the streets and subways
shall be restored to the people and their re-
sponsible agents.

AN OLD-FASHIONED CITIZEN.

His ¢bservations on the Streets of New
York and Iils ¢ onclusions From Them.

To rue Epitor oF THE SUN—Sir: 1 don't
RO out guite so much as some people do, be-
cause I'm old-fashioned and don't live in a
flat. I prefer to pay more for rent and less
for car-fare; though I say this in no grudg-
Ing “ense as regards the trolley car com-
panies. They earn their nickels—if any
class in the community does. Still [ prefer a
stationary life, even if I do pay more rent,
to hiring a couple of roowms for six or eight in
family, and trying to live rent free at the ex-
pense of the car companies, who are not or-
gunized for philanthropy but for business.

So, I atay home a good deal and read the
papers some, and 1 notice there is great talk
of “lynching" negroes, for instance. No
doubt some of them deserve the full rigors of
the law, but 8o do some othars, especially
those who engage in “lynching.”

But that is not the point. Only I do go out
occasionally, and I should imagine that all
motormen and trolley conductors are negroes
and are to be lynched almost on sight

The other day in the Bowery thera was an
infant of some two years old allowed by her
parent, who stood on the sidewalk and wit-
nessed the occurrence, to cross the street in
front of a swiftlv approaching trolley car.
The inevitable happened. Do yvon suppose
the parent went to the assistance of his child
and risked his life to save her? No, indeed!
He didn't budge. Even after the car waa
stopped, it was a stranger, who, unaided,
tried to lift the car from the body of the poor
little one. The remainder of the perverse
mob present were bent on “l_vm-hmfz“ -~whom?
The unnatural parent, who seemed purposely
to have enticed the poor innocent to cross in
front of the advancing trolley?  No, but the
conductor and motorman who had done all
they could to avert the sad occurrence, but
were powerless to do 8o

A faw weeks ago, on u cross-town line, a
similar accident happened. In this case the
mother was on a stoop and the coild erossed
in front of the car. his child was older, and
rolled out of the way, so that she was not
killod, but only hurt. A bystander—not a
“lyncher” —carried her to a drug store, where
she was aftended.  The mother tollowad in
n crowd cryving “Lynch him!®  Tuey sor-
rounded the drug store. An employee going
out with a broom to drive them away was
serzed upon, as the crowd was intent upon
“lynching” some ona  Only the swilt arrival
of the police suved the druggist's porter from
being roughly dealt with. Some of the crowd,
when remonstrated with, tried to explain
that they thought it was this man who had
hurt the child in some way I'hey did not
know what was the matier, but had followed
the ringleaders

In every such crowd there is always some
who start such cries I'hese should be looked
after, and their occupation made very un-
popular The organized fomenting of * riot,
on the least occiasion, has got to be a regular
protession in =ome centres. We hear come
plaints of it from far Russia, from Paris, and
we see something of its workines: lately in
theae trolley accident disturbances,

Il the parenta of every child under 5 years
of age found crossiug a car track unaccom-
panied were arrested and fined, there would
soon be very few trolley accidents,

) IFRMANUS,
__Of the Pro-Bono-Publico Club,
NEw Yorg, July 30,

The Days of the Landaulet,

To e Epitor or TAR SUN—Sir: Are we
changing since the dany when THE ScN and
other papers found fault with the then At-
tornev-Gienaral of the United Statea for hav-
ing a landaulet at the public expensa?

Certain notorious facta about the semi-offi-
cial use of public funds and property indicate
we are losing, perhaps, the keen sense of honor
when but little notice is talten of public ax-
penditnres for private pleasures of our repre-
pentatived

Are o less eritioal (to put it mildly) than we
were in the days of Landaulet Willinma?

“IU1 fares the land, to hastening ilis a prey,

Where wealth accumulates and men decay,”

New Yorg, Aug. 1, M.

= it
American Athletes Irishmen,
From the London Saturdiy Review.

We have often been struck by the astonishing
number of Irishmen to be found ameng Amercan
athletes. It Is scarcely too much to say ihat the
greatest welght putters, hammer throwers and
Jumpers in Britain or tho States have all been Irish
orof Iish extraction, The success of the Americans
in the Palma competition at Bisley, though due in
the main to the perfection, we may say the excessive
perfection, of thelr weapon, may be clalmed as an
Intsh victory. The first three names were all [rish,
surcly an extraordinary instance of the way in which
Irishmen come to the front as soon as they leave
thelr own country

We have heard much lately of the degeneration of
British physique. [t 12 probahle (hat the physlque
of the inen in some parts of [reland 1s the best in the
civiitzed world, not excinding the Stkhs; and per.
haps the Tawareks only escel them from among the
less clvillzed.

Gratitade of a Nevada Rattlesnake,
From the Tonopiah Minsr of July 25.

“Rattlesnakes are gratefui If you gain their af-
foetlon,” says a correspondent. "My brother Jim
found a six foot ratiler near town caught under a
houlder, and Instead of using his advantage he
sympathetioaliy released the snake, which there
upon became a pet and followed Jim about and
guarded Lim as watehfully as a dog.
e was awakened, and, missing the snake In s
usial place at the foot of the bhed, he knew some
thing was wrong. e got up and llghted a matey
to Wnvestigate, and found a burglar \n the nest
room In the colls of the snake, which had its tall
Qus of the window rattling for the police,*

1
'

One nlght |

THE QUESTION OF THE SCHOOLS.

Merits and Deficiencles of QOur System
of Public School Fdueation.

To Tue Eprror or Tug SUN--Sir: One of
vour correspondents asks if pupils from the
parochial schools are better than those from
the public schools, and in what way? 1 ¢an
answer that as to boys, they are better in pen-
manship, arithmetic and spelling, among the
common branches

He quotes a young “Catholio friend's” observa-
tion that morally those from parochial schools
are worse. Now, I have been interested
in this questton for fifteen years back and
my obrervations and investigations are that
the young men of to-day, the parochial school
boys, of thirty to twenty years ago, are not
worse than those from the publicschools, il
we except thore almost incorrigibles who were
turned from the public schools and accepted
bv the parce il schools to try to do some-
thing with thein.

U1 the present day boys whom I have found
noticeable for good demeanor, I have always
been informed on guestioning that they came
from parochial achools. . .

1 have noticed “positive evidence of serious
moral” superiority in them because of the
parochial achool teachings of politeness and
obedience. Going to mass on Sundays, con-

fession and communion three or four times a |

vear make them more honest, chaste, respect-
ful toward superiors and lawful authority —
virtues which seem to he passing AWay among
our school children of the present day, who are
not incidentally instructed in their duty
toward God nnd man, and hence are only too
ready to insist on rights and privileges and to
forget all about duties, with the consequences
of the strikes and lynchings of the day.
NEw Yorxg, July 27 OBSBERVER.

To tne Eprtor oF THE Srx—Sir: A good

many of your correspondents seem to incline |
to the belief that Sunday schools are sufficient |

for religious training. T am a Catholic My
two hoys are going to the public achools, and
for their religious training they attend Sunday
school. There is one great objection to Sun-
day schools—the incompetance of the teach-
ers. At times there ure no teachers at all,
and when they are present they are of such a
calibre that it is almost useless to send to them
children for instruction. In my estimation,
religious training should not cease with the
simple rattling of a catechism or prayers, and
of course, most of our Sunday school teachers’
knowledge of religion ends thera .

1 am opposed to privateschools of anv kind:
but what are we to do? My oldest boy has
just graduated from a public school, and it is
my desire to have him study for some
profession. If 1 send him to high school
naturally his religions training will cease, and
I am not satisfled that this should bego.  As a
conseduence, 1 have decided to send him from
Brooklvn to Sixteenth street in New York, so
as to give him all the benefits of our religion.
Fitted out with that, he can later on look out
for his spiritual welfare after his own fashion
I have done my duty

But this is ull wrong. I pay my taxes and in
arranging our schools we should make rome
provisions to have everybody reap the beneflt
of his expenditures. I went to school in Ger-
many, and our achoolr were secular. We were,
Jews and gentiles, all alike  But two hours of
the week were devoted to religion. The
(‘atholick went to one class room or rooms,
the Protestants to another, and so on, 'The
various denominations would send their min-
isters or priests to give the proper instruction,
and we were all happy. ll“n parent objected
to his child's religious education he could do
so, and the child would be excused. The
Giovernment pays the ministers, &c., for their
services,  In that way we could have secular
achools, and at the same time everybody could
have them to his own liking.

Would it not he possible to remodel our
public schools after that fashion? 1 could
never see any objections to this system. And
if it can be done T should go further. Let the
public schools he frea from politics: appoint
teachera on merit only, and abolish every pri-
vate school in existence. A good many pri-
vate schools are a detriment to the education
of the unfortunate children who are sent thera
by well-meaning parents on account of their
incompetence, and the Government should
prohibit them, one and all. ANABAKIS.

BrookrLyy, July 28

To tar Epttor oF THE S8ux -Sir: [ am very
thankful that T can say that the Constitution
of the United States recognizes no religion,
consequently any education given in schools
supported by the State must be secular.

1f anv religion wishea to teach its doetrine
{o the rising generation let the teaching be in
other places than the publie schools,

The publie school is supported, as it should
be, by taxation of all people, regirdless of their
religions affliations. If Catholics or Prot-
estants desire to teach theirchildren the Chris-
tian religion, there is only one way to do it -
let them build their own schools.

1f the State was to teach religion what
religion would it be? In the United States
there are Roman Catholics and many varieties
of Protestants, besides Christian Boientisis,
Dowisites, Mormons, Hebrews, Shukers,
Quakers and the Salvation Army.  Should the
Salvation Army be taxed for the education of
children in the Roman Catholic religion?
Would not the Roman Catholica be up in arms
if it was proposed to tax them for education
by the Salvation Army? )

In my opinion, every parochial school is an
insnlt to the greatest of all American in-
stitutions, the public school. Such schools
qre erected on the Pharisee {rmcl ple, “T am
holier than thon."” F X. McCarray.

NEW Yonrk, July 28

To e Enitor oF TRE SuN-—-Sir: The neg-
lect of the nseful branches in our schools In
favor of the bean-in-a-pot style of education
spoken of by one of your correspondents is
illustrated in my own experience. Two boys,
of 10 and 17 vears of age, respectively, act as

office boys. The former is constantly asking
me how to spell simple words in daily use,
Neither of the lads could make an Interest
enlenlation: each exolained that he had been
to a high school and “hadn’'t had” arithmetio
tor four years. How thoroughly must they
have heen taueht!

Nejther one of the vouths can speak the
languags clearly and correctly. oth say
“vore, " or “vep, instead of "yes” or “yes, sir,”
when replying to an inquiry or command of
a superior in the office; vet they are bright,
woll-intentioned  voune fellows. But how
badly taught! They may know how beans
sproit and what a fly's eye looks like under a
strong microscope, but that doean’t connt for
much in active coripetition for a living. Lern
the schools turn out pupils with some idea of
aceuracy and earnest work, and the world will
do the rest for them in any line of life,

NEw York, July 28 BROKER.

To e Epitonr oF THE SUN~Sir: Mr. John
F. Farley insinuates in a recent number of
Tur SvN that the success of the large per-
contage of pnpils from the Catholie schools
was in “spite of the system.” leaving us to
draw the inference that the success of tha
winall number of pupils from the publie schools
wad in consequence ol the system.

Of course, any really edncated man with
“unimpeachable intexrity of mind” knows the
valne of a aweeping assertion without n sera;
of proof attnched. But placing the guiestion
on i purely business li)'usw, if 75 per cent. of the
Catholie school ehildren suceereded “in spite
of the system,” and only 25 per cent, of the
public gchool children sneeeeded in conse-
quence of the system, wonld it not be a proft-
able investient for the city's taxpayers to
increase the number of Catholic sehools?

Mr. Farley might do well to ponder over
the answer given by Christ to the Pharisees
who insinuated that He was performing His
miraclea in gpite of His ayvstem.  The answer
is found in St. Matthew, xil.: “If 1," «atfd
Chirist, "by the power of fieelzebub east ont
devils, by whom do vour chi'dren cast them
out?” WiLLIAvM O'BRiEN Parpow, 8 J.

NEWw Your, July 28,

To rur Eprror oF Toe SuN—Sir: Two gen-
erations of public school eduoation withont
religion have emptied the churches. The
voung seem to have grown up to think that
the Stute somehow felt Lostility, or, at best,
inditterence, to religion

No one meant to do these foolish things:

no one meant to empty the churches, all hat |
i no one meant to have the rather |

one kind
doubtful experiment of enticing people to
chureh by the nse of extra inducements ji-
stend of by definite religion, result from this
pleasant and easy way of avoiding the “wur
ol clashing sects.” Yet that is what has hap-
pened

Of all the members of the Board of Super-
intendents of the City Schools, there is but one
who is admittedly agnostic.  All the others are
church members: some are vestrymen, trus-
taes, directors, &c.  All sea the evil, would
gladly undertake to remedy it, with absolute
Justice to the ru(h.[-l of all, but to do it they
need a rapresontation from authorized spokes-
men of religions bhodies,

Why should public institntions, satiafactory
in other reapects to all, carry out in this one
voint the wishes of but a part, and probably
f they were connted, no very great part, o
the people? | think the lack of iny approach
to union among the cliel opponenta of the

thing called “undenominationahism™ is  the
chief source of the trouble
Ronent P. GREEN.

New Yonrk, July 20,

Progress of the Great Inspeotion.

To e Eprror oF The SUN—Sir: No douht
the Postmaster-General has reported to the
Commander-in-Chief that the Opondaga is in
the ofing, in wood trim, and that he awaits
further orders *or inspection. 1t is not incon-
celvable that they discussed and deplored the
gratt amonyg subhordinates  Bat there s no
roason for discourageinent - the esxample of
those in high places will have its effect in time
. MEW YoRk, July 31. .M. S,

. chief engineer at the end of her tosr

TRIPLE SCREWS ror WARSHIpg

Chler Engineer Melville's Gpinton Of Theype
Practical Valoe,
To THE Knitonr oF THE Sty

i o Sir In vo r

editorial of July 30 concerning “1ha Ve

of the Kearsarge" referpnee is made 1g :;‘
2 i

on(!urnnm spead trinl of the eruiser Colymiy
which occurred in the summer of 150,
that vessel crossed the Atlantic it o ) Aver
spead of 15 4 kuots, using natural drufy oo ik
In this editorial it i stated: “The ( ol
& one of onr two triple-serew criis s

When

S0 thie

he thought she would have done bt ter q1
third propeller been removed entirale | .
experiment of triple screws 15 aveepto b
failure now 1t would be a valie theral ), '
to rg-pal on a long voyage the speed 0! i 1»-1" .,:
having the siandard system of ;-r-u..-:\ W
twin screws.” '
The use of triple serews 18 highly fivo; o e
the officials of the German, Russiiy l|
French Admiraliies  In fact, it his [oen o
cially stated that Germany will not ,»-n-i"'u;
use any but triple serews in the hattleshing
of the home squadron  The number o -,\,",,.

sorew battleships now in commission (e "
least treble those that were in existones whon
the Columbia made her successtul riy, from
Southampton to New York

A few davs after the Columbia reachad e«
York the chief engineer of tha vesse| parsor .-
ally called my attention to the statement thyr
had been attributed to him s to the advint ca
that would be secured by dispensing with (1
third screw. He told me that he
misauoted, since he meant to siy that by
reason of the bunker construction, shich
made it impossible to secure sufficient coal 1o
use forced draft, the third engine could not ¢
used as efficiently as the design provided (o

Nince the run of the Columbin the (estiog
of installing triple screws has been very ..
fully inquired into by experts of Contineyt "
naviea. Both in the French and (erm,,
navies triple screws were originally inaralleq
for structural and economic reasons |'s.
perienco with these vessels has demonstrire §
that tactical advantages can be secured fromn
such an installation since the man wivring
qualitiesof the ship are greatly improved whera
there is such an installation. = It has also baen
digcovered that the art of steering can ba 4, .
quired much more readily by the seamen
where there is such an arrangement of jowe

I it not a fact that the Cunard Stearishin
Company have practically settled upon i tripla
screw design of motiva power for the new

reyhounds whi¢h they are contracting for?
f it be true that we can expect at an ear|e
day the transatlantic steamer to be fitted witl
furbine engines--an installation of motiva
power where there may be not only threa hit
six screw rro peller “shafts—then it would
weem that the logical development of marine
machinery inatallation is in the direction of
more than two screws,

The latest British armored cruisers have an
installation of 30,000 horse-power of machin-
ery, and it will only require the breaking ot
one of the propeller shafta of such an instally-
tion to forever settle the question a8 to whether
such power should be transmitted through twn
or through three shafts

The installation of three screws will also
materially redace the excessive vibration of
machinery which is 80 obnoxions to oceap-
going passengers, and which will serionsly
increase the wear and tear of the hull stric.
ture. Those who have crossed the Atlintin
on an ocean liner fitted withh triple scrows
have noticed the improved comfort resulting
from the decreased vibration of such machin-
ery over that of vessels where the power s
transmitted through two shufts,

The triple-screw design is the logical ar-
rangement. of machinery of cruisers, battle«
ships and ocean linersa where there is an oy«
cess of 20,000 horge-power of machinery It
will not ouly be found thnt there ure sconon-
ical, structural and tactical reasons for such
an installation, but experience will show that
the life of the ship will be longer. It is simipls
engineering retrogression to fail to use triply
serews in very large powered vessels, and this
opinion Is suatained by the experience and
Jjudgment of those officials of naval and mer-
cantile services which are in_ possession of
such ships. Gro. W, MELVILLE,

Engineer-in-Chief, U. S Navy.

WasnINGTON, July 30

WHY RELIANCE WILL WIN.

Grimmer, A. M, of Pincflat Reads the Stary
and Finds That Venus Favors Her.

Fromthe Star of the Magl for August.

In extimating the probabllities of the Shamrock's
siceess In the forthcoming race for America's Cup,
1t will be necessary to adjust the horoscope for the
longitude of New York.

This adjustment places 18 degreea of Taurus on
the ascendant and 28 degrees of Capricorn on the
nmidheaven.

Venus rules the adjusted chart, and this planet
18 In the sign Arles, which 1s a very unfortunate
slgn for Venus to be In.

The solar orb afiligted, the moon and the ruler
of the horoscope weak, and the moon quadrating
the elrventh house, presignify the destruction of
the gallant Lipton’s hopes and wishes, and the
riler of the elghth mansion {n the eleventh Is an
additional testimony.

Notwithstanding the exalted position of Saturn
in the midheaven (which Indicates a skilful cap
taln), success cannot be found in the Shamrock's
chart.

I now give a delineation of the chart of the Cup
defender Reliance.

At the moment the Rellance slid from the ways
into her element, 9§ degrees of Cancer culminated,
and nearly 8 degrees of Libra was on her ascendant.

By a strange colocldence, Venus ls the ruling
planet of the Cup defender and that of the chal
lenger also. In Amcrican waters, the horoscope
of the Rellance Is very much more fortunate than
that of her competitor.

The ruling planet of the Cup defender ls very
strongly posited In her own house and sign, and
13 the disposer of Mars, the lunar orb, and, ind!
rectly, Venus disposes of the sun and Mercury also.
These stellar testimonles of suceess are pronounced
and other good configurations follow.

The moon rules the tenth house, the house of
nonor, and she Is conjoined with Arista, a fortunate
star of the Arst magnitude. This conjunction
imports success for the Rellance.

Jupiter, In benevolent aspect to the midheasen,
1s domiciled In the AAfth house—the Cup defender's
sporting house.

The position of Jupiter is a very strong astro-
symbol of vietory.

The ruler of the fourth house, upaficted and In
the fourth, 1s Indeed a happy omen of success.
This last Important factor In stellar progoostica
tndlcates that the end which the owners and de
signers had in view will be fully reallzed.

The astral forces favor the Cup defender: she was
launched under favorable ausplces, and she will
certainly win the race. C. A GRIMMER, A, M

PINEFLAT, Cal., May 8.

Comments From a Disaffected Porto Rican.

To 1A% FoItoR OF THE SUN—Sfr: As n novel
additon to Walter J. Ballard's letter, published In
to-day’s SuN, regarding the comparlsons sugges!ed
by the annlversary of the landing of the Auernoan
troops In Porto Rico, the following two fine spec
mens would make a wonderful showing iu favor
of the Imperialistic polley:

“Fve years ago, though we were sublects of
wea'll Spalin, still we could call oursalves Spantards,
while now we are nobody of nowhere, that 's, we
are netther Americans nor Spantards, thanks (o
the judiclal jugglery Kept up in determining our
legal status,

“Five years ago, though starvation was staring
us in the face, the skilled wage rarners of the cour
try were making $2 a day, while now they are
migrating to San Domingo and Mexico.”

Kind!ly put the above two paragraphs in your
Impertalistic pipe and smolke 1t D. COLLAZD

NEw YORZ, July 30,

had bean

The Cantor Lights,

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN-— Sir:
President Cantor the placing of an
sign, stmilar 1o the one on the oppontte corner. s
the Inscription “Isle of Safety ™ on the post s
strangers as well as dwellers of our ¢!t S
once the haven of retreat and know the purpose

tor
which the Incallty 15 selected,
Otherwise, many may rogard the !sle of Safery
simply as an advert!lsement for some 't
New YORK, July 30. F. S (iRANT
To Tiar EDITOR or THE SuN Sir i yon
kindly throw some light on the Hon, Jak=s oy ons

lamp post, corner of Reade street and
It reads “Restaurant.” Jo A
BROOKLYN, July 30
Other Conraes Were Open tq Wr Hohewr,
From the Washington Post
1t seems to us that the Hon. Robert Haker Dema
crat.c Representative of the Sixth New York ©on

gross district, julght have returned the antoa
pass tendered him by the Baltimore and O&Llo i
road Company without pawing the —rth atd

throwing dirt upon his back more than thiee tim
For example, he could have buttoned up his 1

coat, made the most of his chest, folded Lils At
defiantly and  satd: “Avaunt!” In low l#
hissing tones. Or, again, he might have bat
his shirt front to the storm and, with a cold, st
eyve ixod upon reverent space, exclaimed, "G'un
Preferably, he could have sald, “Thank you,

I don’'t need 11." That he has preferred to 8¢
A circular proclamation to mankind, pointing «''"
pride, hurling back, appealing to the pyramit*
&c . 8eems to us a waste of enargy. Howev'T,
this Is & matter of tast»

"
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